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On the Tourist Trail of China’s Jews
Patti Waldmeir

The arrival of year 5774 was celebrated in Shanghai, as in Jewish communities
all over the world, with the tones of a cantor reciting Rosh Hashana prayers in a
synagogue filled with people honouring one of the world’s oldest religions.

Outside the main gate of the leafy compound in which the Ohel Rachel synagogue
is located, a sign says “Shanghai Afforestation Commission” — although, thankfully,
there is no indication that the building is used to store agricultural equipment
between Jewish high holidays. But the Shanghai Education Administration, which
actually owns the building, limits the days on which it does open for worship to a
handful. The rest of the time, the city’s best preserved symbol of Judaism is closed
both to the public and to the observant.

In fact, the story of Jews in China has remarkably little anti-Semitism in it, says
Israeli Dvir Bar-Gal, whose vocation is researching and publicising Jewish life in
Shanghai — including searching for thousands of desecrated Jewish gravestones
that peasants have used as threshold stones, or to beat laundry against, since the
Cultural Revolution.

“There is no anti-Semitism here — here everything is about business,” he says,
as he guides us through the streets of Jewish Shanghai on one of his daily tours,
which take in some of the most famous buildings on the Shanghai Bund (built by
Baghdadi Jews early in the last century) but also the Jewish ghetto.

“No other city saved so many Jews,” says Mr. Bar-Gal, as he tells the story of

Shanghai, port of last resort during the Holocaust. When other nations closed their

doors, only Shanghai (then controlled by Japan) did not require visas for entry
and imposed no quotas on incoming Jews, more than 20,000 of whom fled there to
escape Nazi Europe.

Today, perhaps 5,000-6,000 Jews make their home in the city, says Mr. Bar-Gal.



So when the Jewish high holy days rolled round this month, a couple of hundred
of them chose to celebrate at Ohel Rachel, built in 1920 by Baghdadi tycoon Jacob
Sassoon, and named after his wife.

Rhonda Levin was there, on the eve of the new Jewish year 5774, sitting in the
section reserved for women in the cavernous house of worship, where a row of
artificial elephant ear plants runs straight down the centre to keep the men away
from their womenfolk. And at the dinner afterwards, over apples dipped in honey
and other traditional foods, she explained her theory of the relationship between
Jews and Chinese — a theory I heard repeatedly that night.

“To me the Chinese are just like the Jews,” said Ms. Levin, who said she was “in
town on a trade fair”. “Hardworking, good at business, focused on family,” she said,
while another tablemate opined that, per head, Chinese and Jews have more Nobel
Prizes than the average guy, too. Those are the same stereotypes some people hold
against Jews — but here they are seen as a good thing.

At the end of the day, and for whatever reason, China has a lot of time for
Jews and Jews have a lot of time for China. And now that China has figured out
that there are plenty of tourist renminbi to be made from the story of the Jews of
Shanghai — and the Chinese who saved them — there seems a good chance that

the mutual admiration society will endure even into 5775, and beyond.
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cantor /kentoy/ n. (MEABESR) FHEXLEA

Rosh Hashana /'rofha'fa:ns/ 3 KB EFHE

synagogue /'smagpg/ n. AHEE

the Holocaust Z&HABAMEITILAABITHAESR . MR EENHESHE BRI IAFARNRT
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cavernous /kevanas/ adj. WiEINARRIZH

opine /au'pam/ 2. A A, LA

Rhonda Levin was there, on the eve of the new Jewish year 5774, sitting in the section
reserved for women in the cavernous house of worship, where a row of artificial
elephant ear plants runs straight down the centre to keep the men away from their
womenfolk.

XM FRETFRERhonda Levin was there; sitting in ... SMENTEEMERRE, BETEMR%
&; where3|S—PEREIMTEND, EIHEI— D @hihouse, NTHH—$5I12 S REHTER,
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%% %X (Translation)

—HiiF—MAAELE

WE 2 - PRTEK /R

it R AR A X—E, B IR A— @RI R 5774 RIEIK ., JEA
2 B [ % TR AT RS UM RS, EE ST T EEX—HERAWA

Vo BE 2 S G ER AR B, RITTATINSEM LB “EBTRNZERR" —ER
REME, ERATHEREN, FEEERREXBEAFEFRRARE. BFEAXTR
WSLFREAE, LEE RN EFBRBGETRE, HRNNR, XE LBRERAZEN
R KB RANIEL A XK, BiEBEAEAN.

SEfR b, BEEBNE, EERANLEPRAESZ RLE L BshHEE, FAMNER L
IR EBHER T#RR, N TECOFEEERMEELCRBBENER, — 85
REFE A, — S B R B .

“RERARNTE XN —RBESRERS, " s RMHT LB AAX
— i &, HE, AR T LSS E (RERERRAE LHDFE) ML
ZER, EAERRKANREX.

EUR - B R BATHR LSRR, X E R KRR R R AR A 5 R X . ARk

“RAEEM—AEME TR M SRR AR A " GEMERE AR, RE L8 (B
W EHAFEE) HFEEERRRAFEARIES, BEEREIARSERE, SNEBE2S
ZEMRANT BRI AR EFRENXE,

E/R- EHEin, B2 B, KAAB50008]6000250 K AE LBERE, A, ERAEE
HRZAMRE, FEEMRKANGEEFAESERN, XASEETI9206F, EEHERORKE
MRARF R - i, =ZENUMHEF 226

MRS TTAEFER Y, L - KEREXNEANIBEENZEEHR LME, =
HHRE-HABREEEDEBANZ SRR, LENBRER L, KE— Q&
WETRERMEMERELERY, —DRBEEOXN TR PEFX R ILE—XH
BEELBMEZN THE.

“WNTFRME, PEARFMKERA—E, BE5EE, BTES, KEWSE, " KERiX,
FHENE ‘HEIKRSM—HBRBE" . R LB AR, B, FEAFR K AFREE
IREMABE T HRASANRENFEEE, — 2 AR R ABFERENRL, HETE
X AN RIS

R, R ARE, WEARGRRETRILKA, BRALE RS E T @5
o BRAA B 2 B i 5 Bt A 0 R A DL R B B 9K G M6 A A 9 HR A 9 TR 2
Biciribl, A, MAEHERENREZANEERATESELTRE, EEERMEK
*x.



| BB¥EZ (Who's Who)

B4 - IR KR (Patti Waldmeir) 2 ( SBF R ) ERRESREEEER, LERE
FHIR R AL, S AR A 38 R Al B R AR SRR A R R, H & B E BRI A £ A
— R, EREERT A, W RKEEIEMN T, FE1989FEE1996F A, MifF A (&
R R ) SEABMNE B IEEHENAFA, RETEEREMIE.

BERAAN, MIEERSBI _KPNABERBRERTE, MLFL, RIEEX
(anti-Semitism) B&H THRKMNEWGE, ofLUEMEZ & HED DR, i BERMNE&
HERKYPEE. BAERNERLRE %, TEARE ENEE, RHEAEEU N ZF
75 H R L%, 5t BT (B8 TR A ) IR S A Rl A ol S I T 4 S M R A I
M. BRI EELGENEZANRFAEESAEERRANTR, HEERR
ZEBHNEBRFESTFEMNRAERABREE. E—ERE L, MMUERERHIAIL
MO B TR XETHE

HEXEENFEN R ANENTELEZNEHEERETHS, I—RERERTRZ
REALHU S (ABRYR, Z—NAAFGHEHEEFHLRKARFEANRIL) . FELH
WA SN —H, EE2PEARR KA Z AR LR T EEENEZHRE.
BB RNWE, FE ST XHERSEAR, RAEABSZSHEMN, BRAENAS
HEXHZENMNR, HEMRBUERNRIRBEEHESAEE, FER S ERILER
mEE, SEMER—8, ERELTFENHES, BCTHE/\7GARKNRERME, U
Re AR+ RIGINSRARIBIE MR R H SR EPER + 1 E #2854 th R LR,
HETT “hERE”, MSLRN, tIERNRAESEZRERABEIRE. N EFEL
AREABRRIEYE, fRfEEZE, T, ISREAZURBANEN, RESRBEMNS
BE. o, FEALEESZ LN, PTERRUEEINEERZEE, ‘THAK, ZETA,
MEFERK KT E AT S, KEN SRS, XEXHREBETEESEFNE
fit, XEMANMEENRE, RMAREEZERNRE, £XAES. I AROEM L,
MEMRE, EREBEEERFEER K,

| #inZ (Reading Comprehension)
What is the author’s finding of this tour in Shanghai?

| & 2Z (Critical Thinking)

L MRAMBEASN EWERSETA?
2. FEEREFUAE FFHE AR KA Z BRI L kb
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| 8772 (Getting Started)

BRPESNEHE, #— 5T RE A AT KHNI . BHEHE, U LER KRR
BANE, DR SMEMBE R KB, TR AR AERERAE.

| B3 454 (Sinology Hyperlink)

Si% (Warm-up)

R M B 23k b, RRAERSBANHEHREETEHEERZN—ME
ZEWERIERE, AR AAKRSH EBRERBENBER? ERAMPEERE EXE
EEENME? FIETEXREX, BIMREEIRBWTE.

EEAEETERANSFFTA]
76

T E A LR RSO KR B AR, AZ @k, EEFALEERE, 2
SEAERE, AR, KERU LEAKREENT, RERNELNISKRERT,
SNEA A EBAEESITMEM S, BELRE, EEE+SE XN TEEH, ARz
EIWKE,

M EE, MRABREBEREKE THE, RGN FET R FEERFTAA.
ERLE, &8, L. B/RIE, REEHETXEAMKAETENEEREM., 52 £
i, LAEEBRRAGIREFDI, FERFHRRKABARE, FRKERRB ZH
B T— 6000\ M K4 H

MNXAEE, FENER XA EEFZZENEHRANS, HESEE
ERREAF ZIHENBEHINE; FEBRRKR TIEZ KL, BERNBER—LEZ.
ERN, REEXHNEEEMETHZHR, MMEREHUNRRKANRL. TESPE, X
ENEEEMLEERAGTEEN., RRMNERBBIREXAZHRANEFBESE, BEFEKR
i EAIMREEHIE L E X KPIRKEERE, Bk, 2FERENRKAE SRR
TRk, XNRZEENMINE KA LEEERS| I, MAERLE, EBXEREHEE
G R FRIE T e, EEFERNE R A € ERIIEANE RS,

BMNYANNERTIRE. A TERSEKNELFGHIAEEBENR SN, REL™
HEIRERAE, B REREERB R E AL, HETI1939F 58K E T 4 IR
MEKBEEHACHHENAL D, HEHRLBEAMAHANEERON T AEREX ETE
7. B, RO EHBEREMEAZRMAER, i—SNENHTF2FEERITH



ZEWRE, F1938EZANTRRARERENERERERS N L, FrASMEEHNITK
AW ER TR, B/LFREERERZREREICER . REXHE—M "L XTI,
AT WIS, EikE TR A R R A T a bl — 5 LM —mE i THF R
TR ARE T, th7E LigsE LS TR ERLZ SR —IT,

TE (i, AR “HEILITA" )

fEEEN: &b, ALFHE, AALERLAHRFRALN. LA EFREBHEZ, LiF
KARAT S EE FPRFAF2E 2K, LBEERLFLLK, REBAIARARRE, FH
CRRAZHAY . (BRAAE L) #.

| B¥EH (Investigating)

1 EER—MME BN ET, thIUE T ERFERENREEL], ERH, TR
B “RIBER LM EBE SBIRNEGE., 25 U RERMAFEER, ik
BT SR ERE, A WL TS T ES LRI KR BT A

2. fE(ENE) o, B “FISEAEY, RINARL, UMEtiEH, MEEERKTNHZ. &
DE#EE, RIGAFR. " XOEHFHAIR 2B EERAERNEWHEEHEIHE, ek
B, MUAFKENEM, HERREREE AN AXME LR, AKIHZ AL
EEAREREAMBRNN AN ZEYE, BEIRKK “R” 5 “F” ZENEHE X RGBS
FATE MR 8 B RIRE B SR BRI R L,
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