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| %2 (Text)

Get a Knife, Get a Dog, But Get Rid of Guns
Molly lvins

Guns. Everywhere guns.

Let me start this discussion by pointing out that I am not anti-gun. I’m pro-knife.
Consider the merits of the knife.

In the first place, you have to catch up with someone in order to stab him. A
general substitution of knives for guns would promote physical fitness. We’d turn
into a whole nation of great runners. Plus, knives don’t ricochet. And people are
seldom killed when cleaning their knives.

As a civil libertarian, I, of course, support the Second Amendment. And I believe
it means exactly what it says:

A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people
to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. Fourteen-year-old boys are not part of a
well-regulated militia. Members of a wacky religious cults are not part of a well-
regulated militia. Permitting unregulated citizens to have guns is destroying the
security of this free state.

I am intrigued by the arguments of those who claim to follow the judicial
doctrine of original intent. How do they know it was the dearest wish of Thomas
Jefferson’s heart that teenage drug dealers should cruise the cities of this nation
perforating their fellow citizens with assault rifles? Channeling?

There is more hooey spread about the Second Amendment. It says quite clearly
that guns are for those who form part of a well-regulated militia, that is, the armed
forces, including the National Guard. The reasons for keeping them away from
everyone else get clearer by the day.

The comparison most often used is that of the automobile, another lethal object
that is regularly used to wreak carnage. Obviously, this society is full of people



who haven’t enough common sense to use an automobile properly. But we haven’t
outlawed cars yet.

We do, however, license them and their owner, restrict their use to presumably
sane and sober adults, and keep track of who sells them to whom. At a minimum,
we should do the same with guns.

In truth, there is no rational argument for guns in this society. This is no longer a
frontier nation in which people hunt their own food. It is a crowded, overwhelming
urban country in which letting people have access to guns is a continuing
disaster. Those who want guns — whether for target shooting, hunting, or potting
rattlesnakes (get a hoe) — should be subject to the same restrictions placed on gun
owners in England, a nation in which liberty has survived nicely without an armed
populace.

The argument that “guns don’t kill people” is patent nonsense. Anyone who
has ever worked in a cop shop knows how many family arguments end in murder
because there was a gun in the house. Did the gun kill someone? No. But if there
had been no gun, no one would have died. At least not without a good foot race
first. Guns do kill. Unlike cars, that is all they do.

Michael Crichton makes an interesting argument about technology in his thriller
Jurassic Park. He points out that power without discipline is making this society into
a wreckage. By the time someone who studies the martial arts becomes a master
— literally able to kill with bare hands — that person has also undergone years of
training and discipline. But any fool can pick up a gun and kill with it.

“A well-regulated militia” surely implies both long training and long discipline.
That is the least, the very least, that should be required of those who are permitted
to have guns, because a gun is literally the power to kill. For years I used to enjoy
taunting my gun-nut friends about their psychosexual hang-ups — always in a
spirit of good cheer, you understand. But letting the noisy minority in the NRA
force us to allow this carnage to continue is just plain insane.

I do think gun nuts have a power hang-up. I don’t know what is missing in their
psyches that they need to feel they have the power to kill. But no sane society would
allow this to continue.

Ban the damn things. Ban them all.

You want protection? Get a dog.
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1.
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ricochet /rikofer/ v. (F38. ARZFEENWE) BB, Rk3E

libertarian /libo'teorion/ n. BHIEHE

the Second Amendment EERESE _BIEE, F1791F12B158HEHE. TIHRER “A well-reg-
ulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people
to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. (—XEERFNREEREBHMNNZ SRV
EN, AREFENETRBNIFIRTRIE. )" AE_BERNAS, ENENRENTREARESS
R HRRRORA .

. infringe (on/upon) /mm'frindz/ ». BE, BIE

Thomas Jefferson {E3Hf- AR¥E# (1743-1826) , ZEEBAR. BER. 52K, AER. 485,
E=AEERSR, EEMTHEPANFERSAZ—1776F, NBELH  THE (John Adams,
1735-1826) . A7888 - =54 (Benjamin Franklin, 1706-1790) EANREZRANMS, RET
ZE(MYEE).

. perforate /'psiforert/ v 7+ L5138, $T7LE%

lethal /1i:02/ adj. ¥ asHI, EBRGBHH

. wreak /rikk/ v R, LITIRE
. Michael Crichton iBE%/R- =3 (1942-2008) , BHEBERME NS A A (ERSHEERR BRI

AR IKIE, BHRA “RHEIRIRNG ZR” . Jurassic Park, BI{EELARE), ES5EH1990F L ENE
RS, 1993 FE WML R 2B S, REFR/RIAK (Steven Allan Spielberg) 15, 2 NEEASHE
RERE LH—PBEHE.

martial /ma:fal/ n. AR, Ik

NRA EIXE£EZLiethS, £#ANational Rifle Association of America, REEFEEHAETRT
MNAZR/RiET T (Fairfax) , REESANRHIBEEELA,

hang-up /'henap/ n. N, £E

2 %% X (Translation)

7, i, HMERlEte

SR - S

16, BILE AL,
ENIEZHT, BRRWHE T, RARR . HEWR ], M8 T JIH LT,
B, BEMREA—T], K8 5638 Lih A 17, HR 2B RT], B TANMERE, RE

WHSHA- T2 REEBERENER. BE, IASRH. MEAITEEIIN, #5%
FIRRZEDH,



ER—AMEEEHRENHAR, RUATHREE BER, MAREEEHHNESE
whR e 7 HE LA R HY:

‘S EEEFNEEEREERNOZEFULER, ARBARSHRSHNRATR
0. WEHNBEARTEERFNREN—545; SUENZEEOERS FHARRIT AR —H
5% REAZEHNARFERS, REERBRXNHHERNZ 2RE.
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BAZRN XENFLHEREER. NEARELEIHWALNE, 5L PKE
FUWLIET &SR, MERAKEGR, HRATE? &A, B2, URREER, FA=E
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FAER, FRERA,
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| BB (Who's Who)

ELF] « E3CHT (Molly Ivins, 1944-2007) , EEHRAEHER., BUATIE KA ES . i
9 (K B LR EHIRIR ) (Fort Worth Star-Telegram) i8S E - RIS E 113K 4L L &R, 19904,
S Hr R A (L - ST ER AR BRI, BBEEND? ) ( Molly Ivins Can’t Say That, Can She?) ,
HARB MBI G (ERE 22 T 2N EFIE,

2013fF1H16H, EERZREOHEHEEM2EEEATNEE. XREEXEAKA
AR R, B EREKEMNREATENERECOFE0E B TERNA TN 2
HBEE, EERFERYEENE LEHN—KE., BRIFESRNEHTTRETE
U, BRI ELENERBEERENPNEOZT, BEE “TEAE, NRRE , 1
S EEERARKIGE, NEBRERENTEFESHE, BE2IELANRIZEER
28, MTUFERENHER Y ®RESENEH, EERRLR A EREHEHMBREAR
ZRERAMBIZRAZR, HEELHNFEXFESAFEEFRRANDA, MRERZEH
XHENRAEHEEME—MERZERAT T2. BoEH, 2EERMKRMAREE
ABET, kZREWNAES . FONFANEMNEREHMERNRE, e, 1975FH
FRf (EERE R ) — B AXHENRR: “BXERFRNRIERNFRTEXNERE, ” [N,
FZERIS 0NN, 44N IHTERE AR R A BRI 53K SRR N 2546 B9 XL
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BH, RAEAAGEHEIRIL, 248, EREAZEH, XENA@S., AL XHES|SA R E
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| i@z (Reading Comprehension)

1. How does the author refute the proposition that “guns don’t kill people”?
2. What is the hooey spread about the Second Amendment?
3. How does the author support her opinion with irony and humour?

| B Z (Critical Thinking)

I EXE, BRRNERERNEBLEA, 2EEHRBAREEREM?
2. FRAANPEMNZAFRARBRZG? '

| 172 (Getting Started)

TIREAERERN LB BRAIRER TR, e TENRE: AFRFERYREEELREN
ERA T X RAERR A



| B3 4542 (Sinology Hyperlink)

%% (Warm-up)

ATEEAEARESTUMERIZNAE, REGAZHHEANSESER - XX
Hr R — B, FOEL R Rk L, RARER LRI BA RS R EEREL, £A T
AR EGEEENGD? BRENTAXEURENEAHERBAGER AN AX
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i, AR R T REEE, AR R R EEE B A LR RS E5E
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EERIE AN ERIMR L

==

EEMREZEANANEA. BB TZE0, —UEXEHRGEN LR, FEEH, REF
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LR, EAEESTASTUERETERN T HRERRE. ZEARGRS S EHE—
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KA, BB R, HLA i, FEEAETNE S EEEHF AL FEENHZAE,
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BLREE, H Ry R ERREEE L,

FTEABRAGEREENERA], EEAL—EEEEHPEAEGBRBUEE
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BTG, X)L R MR, £ —EIAARH mEZR T 2R UK ZNRITH,
S R AELE A BB B BRI ERA R BTN, IEXBHESHRIE. K1, XA
AT AR5 2 R, BB XM ERIRS, MRS, e URE— 1 RIE, EH
SRR, X, RWES; LA UAR2— I MRE, FHERFEEE, A T2, XE
ARNTECEERE AR TRER N ER; PEANTELRNERS KM R B m4ER
TERBURIEBTTRIRUR , RE WML S BIRBAR 7RI, HEREE B WM UL RIRE
. FEMNEARTHXENS LR IHBERSEHCHEER, HhEBEEEALE
HIBEHSE, BAR SRR Fe AL IR B ST e JR B2

Rfa B —Fe =, LR —Fi i, EREMEIRE, ARG, REETHERNG, 2=
T2 [77 5E B9 5% Bt EE A M St Jee o ELARE B Y B R 0 22 SRR R 2R 4L

EEBN: %=+ (1967- ), FETALEZFH HR. FAHNELFORAA BERAKR
ZBERH, AALBERTFRHEE. FACGERFE—FEH M ETEHERMRY . (R
HERY F.

| YW (Investigating)

. HERE—ENRES A RERERE, SRTEEFLSESHN “HE", MAEEITRS
WEITER, #ELSRPERSNER, HEZAFAGREESHIIR BT X524
IHBUERS . AT A M B EE XERX R ATATRME S 2ok i
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