| B2 (Text)

Inferno

Dan Brown

Elizabeth was not surprised. The staggering power of geometric growth was
something she dealt with all the time in her work. Circles of contamination ... repli-
cation of infected cells ... death-toll estimates. “I apologize if I seem naive,” she said,
making no effort to hide her annoyance. “But I'm missing your point.”

“My point?” He chuckled quietly. “My point is that the history of our human
population growth is even more dramatic. The Earth’s population, like our stack
of paper, had very meager beginnings ... but alarming potential.” He was pacing
again. “Consider this. It took the Earth’s population thousands of years — from
the early dawn of man all the way to the early 1800s — to reach one billion people.
Then, astoundingly, it took only about a hundred years to double the population to
two billion in the 1920s. After that, it took a mere fifty years for the population to
double again to four billion in the 1970s. As you can imagine, we’re well on track
to reach eight billion very soon. Just today, the human race added another quarter-
million people to planet Earth. A quarter million. And this happens every day —
rain or shine. Currently, every year, we’re adding the equivalent of the entire coun-
try of Germany.”

The tall man stopped short, hovering over Elizabeth. “How old are you?”

Another offensive question, although as the head of the WHO, she was accus-
tomed to handling antagonism with diplomacy. “Sixty-one.”

“Did you know that if you live another nineteen years, until the age of eighty,
you will witness the population triple in your lifetime. One lifetime — a tripling.
Think of the implications. As you know, your World Health Organization has again
increased its forecasts, predicting there will be some nine billion people on Earth
before the midpoint of this century. Animal species are going extinct at a precipi-

tously accelerated rate. The demand for dwindling natural resources is skyrocket-
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ing. Clean water is harder and harder to come by. By any biological gauge, our
species has exceeded our sustainable numbers. And in the face of this disaster, the
World Health Organization — the gatekeeper of the planet’s health — is invest-
ing in things like curing diabetes, filling blood banks, battling cancer.” He paused,
staring directly at her. “And so I brought you here to ask you directly why the hell
the World Health Organization does not have the guts to deal with this issue head-

on?”
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on track IEFEE L, s BET LI B/
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diabetes /damw'biti:z/ n. ¥ERE

gut /gat/ n. (BEAEHguts) ES, B8
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| 812 (Reading Comprehension)
Why does the tall man think that WHO should first deal with the problem of population
explosion rather than things like curing diabetes, filling blood banks, and battling can-

cer?

| E®Z (Critical Thinking)
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