18

| @22 (Text)

The Beauty of Britain
J. B. Priestley

Another characteristic of our landscape is its exquisite moderation. It looks like
the result of one of those happy compromises that make our social and political
plans so irrational and yet so successful. It has been born of a compromise be-
tween wildness and tameness, between Nature and Man. In many countries you
pass straight from regions where men have left their mark on every inch of ground
to other regions that are desolate wildernesses. Abroad, we have all noticed how
abruptly most of the cities seem to begin: here, no city; there, the city. With us the
cities pretend they are not really there until we are well inside them. They almost
insinuate themselves into the countryside. This comes from another compromise of
ours, the suburb. There is a great deal to be said for the suburb. To people of mod-
erate means, compelled to live fairly near their work in a city, the suburb offers the
most civilized way of life. Nearly all Englishmen are at heart country gentlemen.
The suburban villa enables the salesman or the clerk, out of hours, to be almost
a country gentleman. (Let us admit that it offers his wife and children more solid
advantages.) A man in a newish suburb feels that he has one foot in the city and
one in the country. There are, however, things to be said against the suburb. To
begin with, now that everybody has a passion — and, in my opinion, a ridiculous
passion — for living in detached or semidetached villas, the new suburbs eat into
the countryside in the greediest fashion and immensely enlarge the bounds of their
cities. Nor is there anything very pleasing in the sight of these villas and bunga-
lows, thickly sown for miles, higgledy-piggledy and messy. Then again, there are
disadvantages about being neither completely urban nor completely rural: it might
be better if people who work in the cities were more mentally urban, more ready to
identify themselves with the life of the city proper. Thus there is something more
than cheap snobbery behind that accusing cry of “Suburban!” which we hear so



often. It may mean that the accused, with his compromises, has contrived to lose
the urban virtues without acquiring the rural ones, and is mentally making the
worst of both worlds.

We must return, however, to the landscape, which I suggest is the result of a com-
promise between wildness and cultivation, Nature and Man. One reason for this is
that it contains that exquisite balance between Nature and Man. We see a cornfield
and a cottage, both solid evidences of Man’s presence. But notice how these things,
in the middle of the scene, are surrounded by witnesses to that ancient England
that was nearly all forest and heath. The fence and the gate are man-made, but are
not severely regular and trim as they would be in some other countries. The trees
and hedges, the grass and wild flowers in the foreground, all suggest that Nature
has not been dragooned into obedience. Even the cottage, which has an irregular-
ity and coloring that make it fit snugly into the landscape (as all good cottages
should do), looks nearly as much a piece of natural history as the trees: you feel it
might have grown there. In some countries, that cottage would have been an un-
compromising cube of brick which would have declared, “No nonsense one. Man,
the drainer, the tiller, the builder, has settled here.” In this English scene there is
no such direct opposition. Men and trees and flowers, we feel, have all settled down
comfortably together. The motto is, “Live and let live.” This exquisite harmony
between Nature and Man explains in part the enchantment of the older Britain, in
which whole towns fitted snugly into the landscape, as if they were no more than
bits of woodland; and roads went winding the easiest way as naturally as rivers; and
it was impossible to say where cultivation ended and wild life began. It was a coun-

try rich in trees, birds, and wild flowers, as we can see to this day.

B i% 5 (Notes)

1. exquisite /'ekskwizit/ adj. ¥EEHY, FBER

2. compromise /kompromarz/ n. i,

3. insinuate /m'smjuert/ ». I5gbaRIF EIHIEN

4. higgledy-piggledy /higldr'pigldy adj. Z2ELFTER, Bt/ \FEH
5. dragoon /dra'quin/ ». 384, 181&

6. snugly /'snagly/ adv. §7iEH, Z2i%it
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% %% X (Translation)

YB3

J-B- & E R

RERAHNS-HERESAE, BEWHE, XEREN~Y. RENL & 5BHAHE
BREURASEAR AR, EEXMAEHE, CRFHESNH. BREAXWIE, £
REER, BEABSHBTIEZ MEEEMASE., H01H0E LS SERETRIIMNG: B iR
—TiA, BARMEH— B, BE8RERIT, KBRS BT ONERRL, &
EREHZNERMA— &, ok, —ENREXE—HETH —MHREBENETE: BX.
KFBX, BRATEBRNKS T, FERARADAEESFE EHERIHTT, WX A bI112
BT RXHENEE. IFRENEEAEEM LR 24, AERHER, EREERT,
BB EEILMIIE TEZ RBZ B EFENER, (LR, AR ARETENY)
SERER], ) EEFMMBX, R—REBE AT, —RERESN. D%, BXBAEARZEE
Rt 5. B, AMTEEREEM SRR E—RANNXERFEEN—TL,
HXM X IEAE R B ERE RN, TR KEMTRIING . T, XL HIE 5
EREE, RELEE, BRBONBAE, oA, BXM BRI, XIEPRN, REAHAR
R o RARH TAEMAOE EEETHT., BN AERG R, BABRMRE KA K
Mo AL, FTATEFBIR “FEN RMREAGERAEBFINEE, f2iEa8 bR
ZBo BNFRERN, MUK “BEXN" WA, MELAETHHARNEE, gHEREK
MABA, ERFEREAE,

BEBMEZRERE L. BN, EXHRIREREESH, BREAXHIRIE,
FHRZ—ETEESTHASALNMYEE, RITOTUER —FEXMS—RRE, X
RAEGEHNLIE, HEFABRNEZRENRE: ERZEHNRIRATE. 2EABHNE
B5EE, BANBEMERRAEL—, LEEKRAR, NELREZEFEH T ~HEA
MARERTAZE. IERRARS, BEAEREBEHANE, IZEZHMATER (—
FEENRSENMAL) , KASAM—FNERAZY: EHRMERKERXE., £—XER,
X — AR EHES R — LR Y, SEBIRAEIRIEE L, (FHEE. “SFEM,
A, AERHFKI.RRAEARERAL, BELEHRERBTHRT! " ERMNEENREF, X
HEBENX L EAFE, RITAAN, AREERABATZRBMEE—E, RENKSE:

EEAE, T HEREHEABAOMETER S AT ENE, ERE, — & E/NEF]
JET BT P RSP 0 e il — i, (5 AT R 2R AR A — 0 4 5 38 G S T 3 L M 3885, PREE
EHAIE R AER RS, MEERFNITG. XIMERTHTHA, 58, BiE, NES
HEAMSRATLLERE,




| BB#Z (Who's Who)

J-B- HEEHTHEF] (John Boynton Priestley, 1893-1984) , TEL 2 F R, f7E3025 £ 4
B/E R BRI SCF I R T4, TE60SEMBEARED, thie/q., KRl I #%f. i,
I BT R BT EEA R, T 1977 KB E TR IS E (Order of Merit)
R R AR AJEEBUIRH - G- BURET, AT AN E—ERE LA RTHEENXA
i, Bk ESHENERENRENITTCREL S, BIRAREEEANEENE. A
Etti, FREEGFARERENEERIAFRENING, The Beauty of Britain— 2 1E
HFNRERERE, UM, BREENES VECHENERS TH—EIBER RN
8

REFAR, EEETWHEaNAREN, S2EMHEREBEANTUVERZ—. HENE
mEeKNHEERERFKG, FYEREE-—ENER. HEEZRZEERTNVRAE, i1 EZ
BRPSH, L, B, ), AZHETHRTHNHEY. YREEFELEE T LA
mifk, EREWAXIEZFR, “BIMREARNCEE NSNS L, " TN ERNEZEE
EETE, AEMITEEEFAHS, HOERDEMNBROOMHEE, EEHEN. ZEY
REFEFNHFARERSIRHTREANEBRNAZSERE, ANARERRETERZ LW, fi
BHRW—SF, A5HFW. ABAZAPFIEERBMNESFBEN—Z4, £ “HRAWHE
L. FEAESMREHERZERFEOFE, MEEANRUAZOMEESHREABR
Z1E. EEHRFANXELREN XENERMHT THAREHNEE, AMUBNEARS
MHEESHEM, EREREATASEARMNAIEL R,

| #iaZ (Reading Comprehension)

1. What features does the suburb have? What is the author’s attitude towards it?
2. How does the author prove his idea that the landscape of Britain is “the result of a

compromise between wildness and cultivation, Nature and Man”?

| 282 (Critical Thinking)

L i “—FAKEFE AN, IRAAEENERS WA E RS 2 a8 882 kg
2. BXHLZRBFHHEH. ASERRIE, fRIAANX—FIEW RS 76 i HEE N
I?

| 132 (Getting Started)
PEAKR, FURDEERE—BENTEBFEENMNENRE, BERSERTENE—
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EECCTR T A E R BN E A, MEEE TR, BARE TR, TEASHIM
7. HIE S Hm A, i FIIE I, PRI /RIE, S5, 2PERZ0 BN, BEH—R
SHOR2RETEELMTNENEL, 5 “RIEizE" #THE, FEELRZRA R
73 HIR 5 5 H It RO 324

| E%4%# (Sinology Hyperlink)

$i% (Warm-up)

BHEETRERE THNEERALEARAIBRKEZHERNER, BFkK, EE¥E BT
ERREEEET TRAKESE, B2y, hPEEERSFL 2K, B RERNRE,
B, REBERCAENHEREENBRAEN THANL: MEPEZE, iRSHE
20 BESLT ARG Z T, X E s st RBRAT Y, BriXHlE, WIAREHE, fiZ2es
EE, B RE, NERE, mSHENEEERFERE, HRSHZEE, RITLE
G, PEZAELTEIENDE, AIRLNE, RETTK!

EERPE

WiEE

TEEYSHR IAEFEXNERNELENESR; NAOHWEHRZE; ti—F
R ERIVERTE, — N5 ABERIERE; AR T B REREENEH;
i A H ORI BENAENEE; EZARGETREE 2N, HiEREN
R~ BT H RIS, Aifi, S KNP E, RREX MK ELREE . RZRBZE. &
Ak, NS, RRA R RIEERRLARINESR -

iR A SRR, thE AR AERE. BUE, MRMANITENTF AL ®ERS 4R
Tk, MXFMEENZBEERN, THEEZ I ELN, BB AREALE: ZEZ
FraidZH, BNA BRI SE SRR EEERAE X ; 85 i 35 5 S0k
SUEH R, H6EZ A H SR 2 HBRE ST & B2 it R RSNk R ERRE S, o
ERENXMAEFRES, HEA, ERAREBSANERRN. XEN P HEERNFNS
B MIMZEHEN, BN ZEREFEAFENER, 2, AR TED, RTKS
LUSNBITE B

XERATEA—MILEEFARRE, —MFSH. BERMN. EENMFEL. Hd5E
EHAE, WH—E R XM EFEARREFN—4; MEEDEN TEMRRNER. B
Mt IR, X EAFRRURLS T BN MR DAKTE RO RE, WA AR,
22 T HRSTHDHIRE 5B, XEABEIE ., NS LK) ER S 58



ke, BAE IR E MR B O 2 S, NTiEEMRERATEHNHENRLS
S it R AR VEE R, WK RH, MH AV IHRE, MRERNEE, RKTES5EE
MR HB I A NI E TR T (AE IR A RS A 4 L REER) B, e = T e fE
HEMABE—GIE BArERESHHIRA—RERZER, REZ, EGREFEDEER
TIXBE—RIBELD, - EBA—H, REETINIEE, EETFLHEX5HES
5, R, B EEER T, REIFEREENLRS, 2HLER, 2HTHRKRE
SREITE, fraX L, thElHE RN R ENHEEd kT,

MREEMEFEHSEBN XY, W, K&, (MXEKE, MEESAMIER—ET,

WINEBZRE TEEZE, BRSBEMNEE N RHE L X EE, MEF L AER
HAFE, REIECE AT R, HEABATRESX A, AMTEFE, XEZBEANKLLRE,
B RRETR?

THRE(BEESER)
TEZEN: AREF (1895-1976), BB AEA, PENREZLUR. £, BBFR. RiEv—

A FFEF RAMADL(FEEZ) . CREFAED) ML (CALNEE) . (LEHT
R) AR F CRHGHTA) . GFEA) %,

DA
R

HARAZHBEREL, —NEZRFE, BUHZRFE., 2B, EBERHAZES
, B FREERZALY ZEEH: B EAS EAS B0EGE -V EFE
7£!

MEE DL, BREAZEL, BENERRE, PENEBER, EEREN, Wt
BD; MRSk, IAERED, BT, ET; EAEEWD, BUHE., BESH, Mk
H; MEB B, EH, HEEREDH, BEEHHREEE, BUENBEE; #ERERt, EHY
HErR&E, MEBWE. EEAFELNE, LEAETH R BEME, WRL; #iITE
th, MBS, RO, RN HESE, fEt. ERIED, & E; EELd, HEK.
WA EW, WRERKHER; HEERE, SR, EEAERE, PEAEES, RS,
WET—)BRAIANE,; EHFED, RER—ELAOANE, EEAMSR, DEATEH
H; EEAWEL, PEANWMALE, EEAWE, LEAWMGE; BEAWFH, DEAUR
3N BEANMBFME, PEAMAZ 1, Z2EANBTEZRA, PEANKERZ W
By ZEAMBRERDEZ&FE, PEANNTELRL 2 ZBEANKEZM, DEAD
BHIZHE,; BFEAUBZRNE, PEAUKIZOEE, EE 5D EERARRZ K
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th. EAH: AEEZ, BFRER.

------ WASHZRE, REMA, MEERSE, VEFENEE, VEENEE; DERN
5, /b4 S W E S D FEBRWE B d; DEHSNETE; DTN, UE R
FRM; L EfTFHek, WESTHmEK, ZHOH, HERL, AHRER, —ETE. BEB
W, BUki7, JLEWS, BERE. BERE, RAFK, FEVR, FEEE. THEEM,
BEHDS, REHEHE, EHE, A6 Th, #HE/\Jk. sTallE, KAGK ZREDOEH
H, 5RAZ ERBEFELF, EELE!

EZN: £ BA (1873-1929) , F 240, TN, AFHATEIA, TEBEA, PHIEKE
LBAR, LR XAFR LFR. HER, AR XML —, G9F KK RM “HRF
G A PHERER, SERPERUE. TAR, LFRABERY ALK, LEZHL%H

CGRAREERED.

| #4540 (Investigating)

L REMPEA-AURTACE, AN “REXE, BREFR . BHRABRALE, E46X
MAETENEZNEE LR, BEFEAATASZEXMREEK?

2. AREANTEREEFASE, BEFL, LIERERER, BRSNS RERR TR
AL, HhEWRAT N, B, HANRRERS; SMEREEAENTY T2
ERLRI I FRA RS ERMEREH, WIRIRNXMUSANE L, H52ER%TE,



